Why doesn’t the county and/or township
maintain these storm water systems?

The County and township road departments
uge money from road taxes to mairtain roads in
their jurisdictionn These funds can ord v he used for
storm system s when they lie within the road #i ght-
of-wray

What are drainage easernents?

& drainage easement 15 an area of a property
that isreserved, first and foremost, for maintenatice
activities. A drainage easemernt can be an area over
aty of the following: tile, retention basin, catch
basin, curb inlet, flood route, and 100-year storm
lewel, The size of a drainage easement can depend
o the type of drainage structure. The size of the
eagement iz set by the County Engineer, and is part
of your deed or plat.

Can anything be planted or built within the
ea sernent area?

It depends. It is alwrays okayto plant grassin
an easement area. Mo marrmade objects such as
fencing, buildings, sheds, and land scaping, should
evet placed in an easemernt area. Planting trees in
an eagemment area should also be avoided. If objects
are placed in an easement area they can he
removed at the landowner’s cost and not he
teplaced If maintenance actiwities reguire the
disturbance of a grassed area the disturbed area
will ke regraded and seeded or sodded following
cotipletion of the m antenance activties

Who doI contact for inform ation or
concerns regarding the Drainage
Maintenance Program?

Contact  the Drainage Maintenance
Coordinator at the Delaware o1l &
Water Conservation District.

557- 4 Sunbury Foad (U5 36-5R 37)
Delaware, OH 43015
(Enter off of Bowtown BEd.)
(7407 365-1921, ext. 5
Far (7400 369-8321
rlt-link (@oh nacdnetorg

Delaware Soil & Water
Conseration Disirict

The Delaware 3WCD, founded in 1944, i3 one
of 22 Zod & Water Conservation Districts in the
State of Ohio. The District iz a subdivision of state
govertmert and is affiliated with the Olio Dept. of
Matuwral Fesources Div. of Soil & Water
Consetrvation, and receives funding from both the
State Gov't. and the Delaware Co. Comimissioners.
The mission of the Delaware 3WCD iz to bring
people, goverrmm ert, and private irterests together
to manage Delaware Couty's natural resources
and envirommertal  issues. The District is
admiristered by a locally-elected board of

Supervisots.

Disfricf  Serwices: Landuser Conservation
Agsigtance, Joilaflerial maps & Info;, Tree Sales;

Backyard Conservation; Frosion Control;

Congervation FEducation;, Civic Group

Presertations, College Scholar ships; and more!
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Delaware County Engineer
Chris Bauserman, P.E., P.S.
50 Channing Street
Delaware, OH 43015
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Delaware County Drainage
IMaintenance Program

The f)rainage Mairﬂ,enmce_l:‘mgam is &

coopetrative effort between the Delaware County
Engineer, the Delaware Soil & Water Conservation
District, and the Delaw are © ounty C omm issioners. .

The Drainage Maintenance Program, authorized
utider Chapter 6 137 of the Olio Rewvised Code, is
tesponsitle  for  the  uwpkeep of  dranage
improvemm ents  within  Delaware County
Apecifically, the ORC states “The county engineer
shall have general charge and supervision of the
tepair and mairtenance of all coudy and joint
coutity ditches, drains, watercourses, and other
drainage improvements within his county ... 7 (post
1957, The ORC further states that “the board of
county commissioners with the adwice of the
county engineer may enter into agreem ents with
local zoil and water conservation districts for the
putposes of planning, constracting, or maintaimng
works of improvem ent .7

In Delaware County, drainage improvements
inchade open ditches, subsurface tile maing, sarface
drainsg, and subdivision storm water system s Asof
July 1, 1998, all newly construacted subdivision
storm water systems in Delaw are County must be
place onn the County Dranage Daintenance
Program.

Can [ pay off my drainage maintenance
assessnent ahead of tine?

Mo, Since the program iz ongoing  and
agsesaterts  wary, assesamerts catmnot he pald
ahead of time.

Will assessments for draina ge maintenance
ever stop heing collected?

Mo, howewer, Ohio Revized Code states that
the maximum  unensumbered  balance of a
mantenance accourt ig 20% of the base cost.

‘What are typical drainage maintenance
activities?

Argmal  inspections (mindmosr), minor to
thajor  strucharal  repairs, replacements  when
teeded, erosion cortrol, and logjamsobstraction
removal, Iowing I3 WOT amantenance activity.

Why is it the lhind owners’ responshility to
pay for drainage maintenance?

Tnder state law, all the land that drains into a
project on a mattenance prograt iz recuired to
shate in the cost of the maintenance for that
program. The drainage moantenance assessmert
can be compared to inswance. Daintenance will
keep storm water systems functioming & their
designed lewel, and should a falure ocow, repairs
caty be made.

‘What is actually being maintained?

Basing (retertion & deterdion), selected
storm sewers, cuth inlets, moarholes, open ditches,
swales, atd floodw ays.

How is maintenance paid for?

Costs are paidfor bylandowners (1ot owners)
through an assesamert procedure. Assessments are
collected in comjunction with property taxes and
are pad to the County Treasurer & separate
accouttt iz created for each subdivision or project,
and money collected is dedicated for use only
within the subdivision or project atea from which it
was collected

Why is maintenance necessary?

Dewvelogment cavses natural  watershed
characteristics and drainage patterns to change. To
manage this change and make construction
possitle, developers install storm water drainage
systems. These systems are the primary source of
flood contr ol within a subdivision Ifthese systems
atenot placed on maintenance, they will decay over
time to a point where they are no longer functional.
The maintenance program exists to ensure tha
these systems do not fall helow an adequate
lewel of functonality. Thiz 12 accomplished
through  upkeep  and  replacement  when
necessary.

How isa sabdivision placed on
roaintenance?

& subdivision in Delaware Couty carmot be
platted  without heing  placed on Drainage
Mairtenance.  The developer, prior to platting
petitions the County Commissioners to place the
subdivision on Dranage Llantenance The
devwel oper must pay the first year assessmert (290
of the drainage improvem ent cost up front to start
maintenance on that subdivision.

How lohg does drainage maintenance
continue?

Mairdenance is an ongoing,  contingous
upkeep of stormwater systems admed at keeping
them wotking efficdently. All moairtenance projects
are reviewed thoroughly every six wears.  This
teview iz done at an open meeting and public
comiterts are welcomed



